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The ThunderWolves squared off 

against Minnesota State, who were 
undefeated for the season. With grit 
and a stout defense, the Wolf Pack shut 
out the Mavericks by a score of 13–0. 

Before the season began, Coach 
Wristen gave each player a shirt with 
the letters W-T-L-G, which meant 
‘‘Win the Last Game.’’ Coach Wristen’s 
dream, when he became head coach of 
the ThunderWolves 7 years ago, was to 
win a national championship. Now, the 
Wolf Pack players and coaches can 
proudly say they are national cham-
pions. The city of Pueblo is proud of 
the team. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the team 
and their outstanding coach, John 
Wristen, for the stellar season and 
championship. With Coach Wristen’s 
leadership and the team’s tireless com-
mitment to winning, they captured 
their first football championship and 
are solidifying the ThunderWolves pro-
gram’s legacy of excellence. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 

(Ms. MCCOLLUM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, after 
last week’s horrific attacks in France, 
we are reminded that the threat of ter-
rorism is very real. The Department of 
Homeland Security is on the front line 
of protecting our Nation from terrorist 
threats. 

House Republicans are using the 
funding for DHS for political posturing 
rather than governing. The President 
has prioritized on how our national se-
curity dollars are spent. He focused 
DHS’ tools and resources on preventing 
terrorist threats and protecting the 
American people. 

Republicans continue to play polit-
ical games with immigration reform, 
and now, they are bringing forward a 
series of amendments to pick a fight 
with the President. The political games 
that the Republicans are playing with 
this bill would jeopardize our national 
security. We need an appropriations 
bill that ensures that DHS has the re-
sources and tools they need to protect 
America. 

We must pass a strong bipartisan 
Homeland Security Appropriations bill 
that keeps America safe and protects 
our country. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
Americans watching this debate must 
be shaking their heads in astonish-
ment. The question on everyone’s mind 
at this moment is: Are we doing every-
thing we can to prevent a Paris-like 
terrorist attack in the United States? 

Americans would be right to suppose 
the Republican majority is rushing to 

finally adequately fund the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security after they 
already delayed funding by making it a 
political football on immigration; but, 
no, it seems the Republicans can’t help 
themselves, even when it comes to na-
tional security. 

They can’t simply vote for the nec-
essary funding to keep the American 
people safe; instead, the Republicans 
view this potentially dangerous mo-
ment as an opportunity to undermine 
the President’s executive actions on 
immigration going all the way back to 
2011, putting 600,000 young people in 
jeopardy of deportation and refusing to 
let the government prioritize for depor-
tation felons over families. 

Shame on them. We should stop play-
ing games with our national security 
by defeating these amendments and 
passing a clean Homeland Security 
funding bill. 

f 

LET’S NOT PLAY POLITICS WITH 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is about 
keeping our Nation and our citizens 
safe. 

Just as we fund the military to face 
threats abroad, Department of Home-
land Security does that work to keep 
our communities safe at home. Now is 
not the time to play politics with our 
immigration laws as if it is a child’s 
toy. If you want to talk immigration, 
let’s talk immigration. 

We have a plan. The Senate passed a 
bipartisan plan with more than two- 
thirds support last session. Let’s see 
some ideas about resolving our broken 
immigration system. 

The President’s step is an important 
first step to keep our communities 
safer, by focusing our limited enforce-
ment resources on criminals who rep-
resent a threat to our community. 

Do you want to undo that and in-
stead use our enforcement resources to 
go after kids and families rather than 
criminals? That makes our commu-
nities less safe rather than more. 

Let’s not play politics with Home-
land Security. Pass a clean bill, and 
tackle the immigration issue. 
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THE HOMELAND SECURITY 
FUNDING BILL 

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to raise my concerns about the 
upcoming Homeland Security funding 
bill. 

The tragedies in Paris reinforce how 
critical it is that we keep DHS strong 
and appropriately financed. Unfortu-
nately, the majority leadership has de-
cided to play politics with our national 

security. The appropriations package is 
littered with amendments which would 
undermine what little progress we have 
made to our broken immigration sys-
tem. 

Our family business just lost one of 
our most valuable employees, Cesar 
Arias. He may have originally come to 
Virginia without proper papers, but in 
the Reagan years, he found a way to 
stay here, raise his family, and open 
and close our store 6 days a week for 
more than 20 years. Cesar is one small, 
powerful example among millions of 
new Americans who have helped our 
economy grow and kept our democracy 
strong. He believed it was long past 
time for comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Republicans 
to bring a clean bill to the floor with-
out the anti-immigrant amendments. 
We need to invest in homeland secu-
rity, and we need a real conversation 
about immigration reform. 
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THE HOMELAND SECURITY 
FUNDING BILL 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because we are just 1 week into 
this Congress and the Republican ma-
jority promised bipartisanship, espe-
cially on homeland security, the secu-
rity of our homeland, yet, oh, no, it is 
politics as usual from Republicans now 
politicizing the Department of Home-
land Security and its important fund-
ing at this time when we know around 
the world, and especially in France, 
which has felt so poignantly what hap-
pens when we don’t pay attention to se-
curity. But here they are. 

They are mad at the President. Why? 
Because the President did what other 
Presidents have done, taking executive 
action on immigration. And so they are 
mad at the President, and Republicans 
are now going to punish the American 
people by not protecting our homeland. 
Well, shame on the Republican Party 
for politicizing the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to get to busi-
ness. The American people expect that, 
and the Republicans, if they plan to 
govern, need to do it and pass a clean 
bill funding our Department of Home-
land Security and take care of our 
homeland. This is what the American 
people expect, and it is what the Re-
publican Party needs to deliver if they 
want to govern. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 
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